




















This genus has recently been shown by Drs. J. H. Camin and F. E. Gorirossi
(Publ. No. 11, Chicago Acad. Sci, 1955) to be more properly pliced in the
family Parantennulidae of Willmann rather than the Paramegistidae as was
done by Trigirdh.
Micromegistus gourlayi sp. nov.

Text fig. 4

Types—Holotype female, allotyge male, onc paratype male and two
nymphal specimens from a carabid beetle Mecodema sp. [rom Nelson, New

Fig, 4, A-F.—Micromegisius gourlayi sp. nov.  A-E female, A, venter; B, dorsum;
C, sternal shields enlarged; D, chelicerac; E, palp; ¥, male venter.

Zealand, Jan, 1952 (coll. HLW.). These specimens were collected by the
author while on a trip with the New Zealand Entomologist, Mr. Gourlay,

to whom the species is dedicated.
Description—Female holotype—A rather small not strongly chitinised, dorso-
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mately 2 mm. in length. Daveyi differs from both of the following species in that
all the setae on the dorsal shield, on the cuticle posterior of the dorsal shield and
on the ventri-anal shicld are of uniform length to 47, straight and ciliated, Tn
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Fig. 5, A-E—Ptochacarus deveyi Silv. A, fcmale venter; B, male venter; C, female
chelicerae; D, seta on palpal tarsus; E, sctac on postero-dorsal euticle,

the female the mesogynial shicld is 235u long and 211y wide at the base. Owin%r
to the poor state of the preparation of Banks™ female, however, further detailec
measurements cannot be given,

The female from nest of Iridomyrmex nitidus is the only specimen of this
sex so far known, There are, however, two males in the Museum collection from
ants at Swan River, Western Australia, collected by J. 8. Clark (no date),

Ptochacarus banksi sp. nov.
‘Voxt fig. 6, A-B

Type—The holotype female of this species is the second of Banks specihmens
collected [rom a nest of the ant Camponotus vencopilosus at Liverpool, New
South Wales (coll. A. M. Lea) and crroncously identified as “Pincharts daveyi
Silv.”

Description—With the generic characters.  Larger than P. duveyi Silv,,
approximately 2 mm, in length. Differs from daveyi in thut the dorsal cuticle
posteriorly carries long slender setue to 108u in length, these setac having a
few minute barbs. The setae on the ventri-anal shield are similar, recurved, to
25;;. long and quite nude, The mesogynial shield is 268u long and 235 wide at

ase.
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Fig. 6, A-B.—Ptachacarus banksi sp. nov. Female. A, venter; B, vostero-dorsal
setae.

Remarks—The unique specimen in the Museum collection is in rather
poor condition. No other specimens are known. The species is named after the
veteran American acarologist, Mr. Nathan Banks.

Ptochacarus silvestrii sp. nov.
Text fig. 7, A-D

Types—Holotype female and one paratype female {rom Cairns District,
Queensland (coll. F. P. Dadd, no date); allotype male from Mt. Tambourine,
Queensland, with ants (coll, A, M. Lea, no date).

Description—With the generic characters. A small species of approxi-
matcly 1 mm. in length in both sexes. Differs from the preceding two species
in that while the setae on the posterior dorsul cuticle are mainly short, 47x and
ciliated, marginally they arc excecdingly long, nude and slender, to 33(u; on
the ventri-anal shield the setae are 32u long. The mesogynial shield is 258u
long, and 190 wide at base,

Remarks—In addition to the types there arc in the South Australian Musenm
collection the following specimens: 1 female and 2 males labelled “with ants,
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Swan River, W.A,, ]. S. Clark” without date; 1 female, “with ants Port Lincoln,

S. Aust,, A, M. Lea” no date; 1 male “with aunts, Sydncy, N.S.W., M. W. Cox”
no date,

INg. 7. A-D—Dtochucarus sitvestrit sp. nov, A, femade venter: B, male venter; G,
postero-venlial sctae; 13, posterd-dorsa] sctac,

All the ubove specihmens including the types were jnounted dry on cards
by A. M, Lea and have been remounted for microscopic study,

This species is dedicated to the late Prof. F. Silvestei, who crected the
genus.

Key to the Species of Plochacarus
1 Large specics of approximately 2 1um. in length, Setae on ventri-
anal shicld are simple, recurved and free, to 94p long; on posterior
dorsal cuticle long to 108, with a few minute barbs.
P. banksi sp. nov.
Smaller species of approximately 1 mm. in length 2
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2. Posterior dorsal cuticle, and ventri-anal shield with only uniforinly
short, distinctly ciliated setae to 47p.
P. daveyi Silv,

Posterior dorsal cuticle on surface with sctae of 47 in length,
marginally with very long, 330, slender, curved, nude setae.
P. silvestrii sp. nov.
Family HETERQZERCONIDAE Berlese 1892
Berlese, A., 1892, Acari Myriapoda et Scorpiones hucusque in ltalia reperta, 14, p. 97.
Genus Arvrozercon Vitzthum 1926
Vitzthum, Graf, H., 1926. Malayische Acari-Trcubia, 8, p. 104. (Type Allozercan fecundis-
simus Vitz,, 1926.)
Allozercon fecundissimus Vitzthum 1926

This species is so far only known from a single female described by Vitz-
thum and found by Dr. Dammerman at Buitenzorg in Oct., 1921.

Fig. 8, A-C.—Allozercon fecundigsimus Vitz, Female, A, venter; B, palp; C, tarsus T,

Amongst a lot of small arthropods gummed on cards by the late A. M. Lea
in the South Australiun Museum I have found another femalc specimen which
undoubtedly belongs to Vitzthum’s species.
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Having to be soaked off the cards for mounting for nicroscopical examina-
tion the specimen is not in the best of condition. However, the following figures
have been drawn from it and will serve to identify it with fecundissimus. The

specimen was collected by “A. M. Lea and wife” at The Gap (Frasers Hill),
Malaya, in 1924-25.
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